GERMANY'S 'NEW ORDER'
are simultaneously producing anything that could
be called a 'New Economic Order5 to replace their
present system. When forced to take a defensive
attitude about present conditions in Europe, they
admit that the New Order5 cannot yet be realized.
They say that its realization is deferred by British
resistance, and above all by the British blockade,
which they blame for all the disturbance caused
since the outbreak of war to European economy.
This defence deserves a more careful examination.
If it could be shown that the Germans had any
economic plan conceived for the general benefit of
Europe, which they could put into execution at the
end of the war, then, in spite of their past and
present record of exploitation, German propaganda
for a 'New Order5 could not be completely dis-
credited. The war and all preparations for it could
then be represented by the Germans as the birth-
pangs necessary to produce their European Utopia.
German Long-term Plans
In fact there is plenty of evidence more concrete
than the generalities of the 'New Order' propa-
ganda about German long-term plans for the future.
There is the evidence of their own leaders5 words
which, when speaking at home on concrete issues,
they do not trouble to harmonize with the pro-
fessions of good faith put out for foreign con-
sumption by the Propaganda Ministry. More
important, there is the evidence of their actions
in occupied territories ; the exploitation by clearing
agreements and exchange rates is limited by the
amount which can be immediately removed from
the countries exploited. In Denmark, for instance,
it seems that the peak of exploitation is now passed.